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IT MATTERS BECAUSE

Two far-reaching events occurred in 1789: ”?e b:egm;:mg of
a new United States of America and the begn:mmg of the .
French Revolution. Compared with the American ﬁevu.‘ungn:
the French Revolution was more complex and radical. It
established a new political and social order.

Causes of the French Revolution

GUIDING QUESTIONS How did the structure of social classes in France lead to discontent?
How did the economic crises in France lead to the meeting of the Estates-General?

The French Revolution has often been seen as a major turning point
in European history. The institutions of the Old Regime were
destroyed. A new order emerged, based on individual rights,
representative institutions, and a concept of loyalty to the nation
rather than the monarch.

The long-range causes of the French Revolution are to be found
in the condition of French society. Before the Revolution, French
society was based on inequality. Since the Middle Ages, France’s
population was divided into three orders, or estates.

The First Estate, or clergy, numbered about 130,000 (out of a
total population of 27 million) and owned about 10 percent of the
land. The clergy were radically divided. The higher clerov—
cardinals, bishops, and heads of monaster; & gy v
families and shared their out] TR e frurf': = ~E-

, ook and interests. The parish priests
were often poor and from the class of commoners.
ot Bt bl ot 000
in society in the l?ﬂﬂspTr!:emhui e ]an' They played a crucial ok
ment, in the military. i'n th?] o SaLug pasitions 3 ihe R
Church. Despite coﬁ;rnll' i 10T e
nor th Ing most of the wealth, neither the clergy

e nobles had to pay the taille (TAH  ~hief taX.

Unlike the First and Second E Y yUh?’ Frances chiel &

divided by vast differences States, the Third Estate was
in occupation, level of education, and

PO | iedrs o s
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calth. Peasants made up 75 to 80 percent o
“bnu! 35 to 40 percent of the land. Midd]
fm' ned the rest. At least half the peasants

peasants owed certain duties to the n

.eval times when serfdom was widesprea . F
:I;E;y 4 fee to grind hiis flour or press hispgm;:: g;::::ﬂi llli‘f;l i&am had
controlled the flour mill and wine press, When the harvest cal lord
.asant had to work a certain number of da
Peasants fiercely resented these duties.
Another part of the Third Estate consisted of urban craftspeop]
shopkeepers, and workers. These people too were strugglin tg SLE:'" I
the 1700s, the price of consumer goods increased much faft ive, In
which left these urban groups with decreased buying power
The bourgeoisie (burzh - wah « ZEE), or middle class, was
the Third Estate. This group included about 8§ percent ﬂfti‘;c pl}pulfutmn or
more than 2 million people. They owned about 20 to 25 percent nf‘[ he ]-:md
The bourgeoisie included merchants, bankers, and industrialists, as well as |
professional people—lawyers, holders of public offices, doctors, and writc.]"-;
The middle class was unhappy with the privileges held by nobles. h
They did not want to abolish the nobility, however, but to better their
own position. Some bourgeoisie had managed to become nobles by
being appointed to public offices that conferred noble status. About 6,500
new nobles had been created by appointment during the 1700s.
The bourgeoisie also shared certain goals with the nobles. Both groups
were increasingly upset with a monarchical system resting on privileges
and on an old and rigid social order. Both were also drawn to the new
political ideas of the Enlightenment.
Increased criticism of the old order of society had been part of the
eighteenth-century Enlightenment. The philosophes did not advocate
revolution. Their ideas, however, were widely spread among the

f the Third Estate and o
€ class members of the
h;d little or no land to live on.

obles, which were a holdover from

wned
Third Estate

time came, the
¥s harvesting the noble’s crop.

er than wages,

another part of

estate one of the three classes
into which French society was
divided before the revolution: the
clergy (First Estate), the nobles
(Second Estate), and the
townspeople (Third Estate)

taille anannual direct tax,
usually on land or property, that
provided a reqular source of income
for the French monarchy

consumer one who consumes
OF USes econamic guads

bourgeoisie the middle
class, including merchants,
industrialists, and professional
people

POLITICAL CARTOON ™+,

This French political cartoon depicts
the Three Estates. The circular object
that pushes down on the middle
figure represents the monarchy,
who is burdening the people with
taxes. The armared figure on the left
side of the cartoon representsthe |
nobility, the Second Estate, The
robed figure on the right side of the
cartoon represents the dergy, the
First Estate. The crouched figure in
the middle of the cartoon represents
the commoners in France, the Third
Estate.

» CRITICAL THINKING
Analyzing Information How are each
of the three estates depicted? What is the
commentary being made?
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W3 Conduct 2 short research project
cummarizing the important causes
and events of the Frech Bevolutian

inchuding En‘-qrne-nmerr.pulunml
theughl, COMpanson 1o the American

Rievolation, exmamic troubles, fising
middhe clas, qovemment comuption

and incompetence, ESLATES Generdl,
starming of the Bastille, gapcution of
Lk X¥1, the Tervor, and the e and
fall of Hapeléon. [C, £ H. P}

WA Draw evidence from informational
et 1o gcaplain how the ideology of
the Frendh Revalution bd Framce b
evolve fiom 2 constitutional monarchy
ta democratic despotism Lo the
Hapaleanic Empire. (C. H. F)

» CRITICAL THINKING
Drawing Conclusions David was a
member of the Third Estate. How might
his painting convey a biased view of the
oath?

v The Oath of the Tennis Court June
20th 1789, by Jacques-Louis David
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f financial collapse, Louis X VI was forced to

| This was the French parliament, and

backgwund Lo
tipn was the ne?

;ﬂ(;”'nm:te was espe agance and this too caused
ntoinette, wa
popular resentment.
help the American colonists &
With France on the verge o

call a meeting of the Estates-Genera

it had not met since 1614,

Fd READING PROGRESS CHECK

Identifying Cause and Effect How were economic
French Revolution?

problems a contributing cause of the

The National Assembly
GUIDING QUESTIONS Why did the Third Estate declare itself to be the National Assembly?
What were the French peasants reacting to in their rebellions of 17897

Louis XVI called a meeting of the Estates-General at Versailles on May 5
;;gs;.elr; :e fst_afes*(}enera%, the First and Second Estates each had ;:‘:;U;;t
- the'r}hi :dn}_-i:tl; :jw ]:;i:il-ltl;d listate had al_nm'st 600 representatives. Most
wuulﬂ make the clergy and qulfililtlf ;;3‘:};;;”:;: BT
From the start, there were argﬁxneﬁts ab e 4

estate had one vote—the First and Second et mng DRIl co
Estate two to one. The Third Estate deﬂn ESlat‘es could outvote the Third
have one vote. Under this new o m?nhded instead that each deputy

» with the help of a few nobles and

clerics, the Third Es
ddi hEhtate would then have a majori o
at he favored the current syst jority vote. The king__r how-
ystem.
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indoor tennis court and
ey had a new con stitution.
irt Oath.
ird Estate. On July 14 €€ 1. Men are bomn and remain free
d of the Basille (b e
mory. They stormed the istinctions can be
fson warden surrendered. established only for the
the Bastille brick by common benefit.

Declaration of the Rights of Man
and the Citizen

7. No man can be accused,
amested, or detained except
in cases determined by the
law, and according to the
forms which it has
prescribed. . .

fersailles after a day of
about the fall of
a revolt” “No,

fust royal troops to
5. Meanwhile,
10. No one may be disturbed

inally spilled over because of his opinions, even
" religious, provided that their

n as the Great public demonstration does

were on the not disturb the public order

established by law.??

—from the Declaration of the Rights
of Man and the Citizen, 1789

DBQ IDENTIFYING How does
this document reflect
Enlightenment thought?



» CRITICAL THINKING
Identifying Central ideas Why did the
rayal family attempt to leave France?

¥ The arrest of Louis XV1 and his
family at Varennes, fuly 1791
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PRINARY 0L corn for the rights of woman are the only causes of public
Iy

- 7 e, omission, 0 solved 1o set forthin a solemn
&€ gelieving that ignoranc +ion of governments, the women hjwe re R
misfortunes and of I:IIH{!'rl'l:lP " sacred rights of woman in arder that this A . Constantly
declaration the natural, inalienable, 2 essly remind them of their rights and duties 9

ociety, will cease! :
exposed before all the members ﬂfl::“ De:m"m of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen, 175

at Versailles. He refused to
October 5, thousands of

The King Concedes

is XV ined quiet
[n the meantime, Louis X VI remained qui

s decrees. On
g st ﬁifﬁlil:li:{;i;r;f;?:h pirchfmkr:, pistols, and other
Tel . - rith 5,
Parisian women armed W :
fersaill

arched to ¥ es. Some of the women then met with the king,

igapr:nrdn!:ir‘n. that their children were starving because there was no bread.
kl}r “ e T 0 '_
These women forced Louis to accept t!w: new decrees o
The crowd insisted that the royal family return to Paris. Un ';}"ft'-?htfl‘ 6

they did so. As a goodwill gesture, they carried wagonloads of flour from
the palace storehouse. They were escorted by women who chanted: "We
are bringing back the baker, the baker’s wife, and the baker’s boy” The
king, the queen, and their son were now virtual prisoners in Paris.

Church Reforms .
Under the old regime, the Catholic Church had been an important pillar of

the old order. The revolutionaries felt they had to reform it, too. The new
revolutionary government had another serious motivation, however: the
need for money. By seizing and selling off Church lands, the National
Assembly was able to increase the state’s revenues.

Finally, the Church was formally brought under the control of the state.

A new Civil Constitution of the Clergy said that bishops and priests were
to be elected by the people, not appointed by the pope and the Church
hierarchy. The state would also pay the salaries of the bishops and priests,

Because of these changes, many Catholics became enemies of the revolution.

New Constitution and New Fears

lf-hE n;w Cunst.ltuti.un of 1791 set up a limited monarchy. There was still a
ing, but a Legislative Assembly would make the laws. The Legislative

Assembly was to consist of 745 representatives chosen in such a

'ay to ]'-' maore fl] crs Qf&DC]fH HBUId

Legislative Assembly first met in October
of Europe soon led to the
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- Quoted in The Oyfypg History of the French Revolution
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e radical and violent stage,
- King captive. They forced the
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cal change. All the represen-
ould be elected through
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men who did not meet the
¢ Assembly.
dly called themselves
'Slnng trousers, not the sans-culottes “without :
themselves as ordinary breeches'; members of the Paris
i i wire (mmnewim_mnﬂder{ﬂ _
themselves ordinary patriots (in
other words, they wore long
trousers instead of the fine
knee-length breeches of the nobles)




