IT MATTERS BECAUSE

Governments, troops, and civilians were weary as World War |
continued through 1917. Shortly after the United States
entered the war, Germany made its final military gamble on
the Western Front and lost. The war finally ended on

November 11, 1918. New nations were formed, and a League
of Nations was created to resolve future international disputes.

The Last Year of the War

GUIDING QUESTION How did World War | come to an end?

The year 1917 was not a good one for the Allies. Allied offensives on
the Western Front had been badly defeated. The Russian Revolution,
which began in November 1917, led to Russia’s withdrawal from

the war a few months later. On the positive side, however, the entry
of the United States into the war in 1917 gave the Allies a much-
needed psychological boost. The United States also provided fresh
troops and supplies.

For Germany, the withdrawal of the Russians offered new hope
for a successful end to the war. Germany was then free to concen-
trate entirely on the Western Front. Erich Ludendorff, who guided
German military operations, decided to make one final military
gamble—a grand offensive in the west.

The German attack was launched in March 1918. By April
German troops were within about 50 miles (80 km) of Paris. How-
ever, the German advance was stopped at the Second Battle of the
Marne on July 18. French, Moroccan, and American troops (140,000
fresh American troops had just arrived), supported by hundreds of
tanks, pushed the Germans back over the Marne. Ludendorff’s
gamble had failed.
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o Peace Settlements
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wilson's Proposals

No oné e;prdesseld thes.? idealistic reasons for war better than the president
of the Unite States, Woodrow Wilson. Even before the end of the w
yilson outlined “Fourteen Points” to the U. S. Congress—his hag‘wfz?a
cace settlement that he believed justified the enormous mihmr,;, ;truggle

being waged. )

wilson’s proposals for a truly just and lasting peace included reaching
the peace agreements openly rather than through secret diplomacy. His
pmpusals also included reducing armaments (military forces or “’Eﬂpuxnsj
and ensuring self-determination (the right of each people to have their
own nation).

wilson portrayed World War L as a people’s war against “absolutism
and militarism”” These two enemies of liberty, he argued, could be elimi-
nated only by creating democratic governments and a “general association
of nations.” This association would guarantee “political independence and
territorial integrity” to all states.

Wilson became the spokesperson for a new world order based on
democracy and international cooperation. When he arrived in Europe
for the peace conference, Wilson was cheered enthusiastically by many
Furopeans. President Wilson soon found, however, that more practical
motives guided other states.
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The Paris Peace Conference |
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secret agreements that had been made before the wa: .
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National interests also complicated the deliberations ¢t ti:2 Pari
Conference. David Lloyd George, prime minister of Grear Brita'n, h-{.u e
a decisive victory in elections in December 1918. His platform was simpie:
make the Germans pay for this dreadful war. . o o

France's approach to peace was chiefly guided by its desire for national
security. To Georges Clemenceau (KLEH * muhn « SOH), the premiet of France,
the French people had suffered the most from German aggression. The
French desired security against future German attacks. Clemenceau wanted
Germany stripped of all weapons, vast German payments— reparations—
to cover the costs of the war, and a separate Rhineland as a buffer state
between France and Germany. '

The most important decisions at the Paris Peace Ci;":flrsgﬁhv;eé; Eaﬁe
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to the victor by the vanquished to
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¥in2 5 a2 of Peace in the Hall of
#4:-07s, Versailles, 28th June 1913 Dy
Sir William Orpen depicts the major
powers at Versailles. Wilson,
Clemenceau, and Lioyd George (left
to right) are seated at the table
across from the German delegate.
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After World War |, new countries
and mandates were formed in
Europe and the Middle East.
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The Treaty of Versailles

The final peace settlement of Paris consisted of five separ

ties with
the defeated nations of Germany, Austria, Hungary, Bui.. . Turkey.
The Treaty of Versailles with Germany was by far the - ant,

The Germans considered it a harsh peaée. They we: v aally
unhappy with Article 231, the so-called War Guilt E.':!i?LIHL. \ declared
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yet another -:ter'ntumlf:s—nnl..:l~ -:-m[j'nre—thc Ottoman Empire—was broken
up by the peace SElﬂfm}fﬂt- l'o gain Arab support against the Ottoman
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Turks during the war, the Western Allies had promised to recognize the
independence of Arab states in the Ottoman Empire. Once World War 1
was over, however, the Western nations changed their minds. France
controlled the territory of Syria, and Britain controlled the territories of

l-ll'r'[L

Iraq and Palestine.
These acqutistilons Wese officially called mandates. Woodrow Wilson

opposed the outright annexation of colonial territories by the Allies. As a
wesult, in the mandate system, a nation officially governed a territory on a

temporary basis as a mandate on behalf of the League of Nations, but did

not own the territory.
World War I shattered the liberal, rational society that had existed in
“nearly 10 million people, as well as the

Furope at that time. The deaths of
incredible destruction caused by the war, undermined the whole idea of
progress. Entire populations had participated in a devastating slaughter.
World War I was a total war—one that involved @ caomplete mobiliza
tion of resources and pectple. As a result, the power of governmenis ovel
the lives of their citizens increased. Freedom ol the pres vech were
limited in the name of national security. World \ar i made the practic

strong central authority a way of life.
The turmoil created by the war also seemed & 2=
greater insecurity. Revolutions broke up old empires and redtic f
states, which led to new problems. The hope that Lurope arud 1 ¢
dashed.
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