
BELLWORK:
DESCRIBE WHAT IS TAKING 
PLACE IN THE PICTURE 
BELOW

Can a picture be a primary source????   Could you cite it in a paper?!?!



Political 
Cartoons

historical 

REMEMBER OUR END GOAL:

EQ: How did the Factory System change the Industrial 

Revolution?

EQ: What human and environmental consequences 

emerged during the Industrial Revolution? 

EQ: Why is it important that I can cite evidence after 

analyzing a text? 

Meme Political Cartoon



WHY AM I LEARNING ALL THIS?

Standards (write on Cornell Paper): 

12.C- Analyze the human and environmental 
consequences of the factory system that 
emerged in the Industrial Revolution. 

Objectives:

•I can apply knowledge of the human and environmental 
consequences of the factory system that emerged during 
the Industrial Revolution as well as the politics surrounding 
the two in order to annotate primary text 
political/philosophical cartoons in order to accurately 
analyze and summarize the message of the cartoons and 
create a rigorous writing prompt. 

•I can create a cartoon that accurately communicates a 
political or philosophical message, analyzes the human and 
environmental consequences of the factory system, and 
satisfies at least a level 3 requirement set in the 
rubric. 

Culminating Task: 
Creating as well as 
successfully completing a 
writing prompt that will 
ask you to analyze 
political cartoons and 
successfully cite 
evidence from them 
within their argument. 



BOSTON MASSACRE, ANYONE?

• Picture vs. 

What Really 

Occurred?
• How did this 

picture 

influence the 

American 

Revolution? 



WHAT IS A POLITICAL CARTOON?

*A political cartoon is a cartoon that has a 

message about a political issue or event.

*Express viewpoints (bias) on political, economic, or 

social issues

*Make use of humor, exaggeration, irony, symbolism, 

historical events, and stereotypes.



“OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM” 

Is there an 

exaggeration?

Is there irony that 

expresses an opinion?



“Our Education System” 

⚫ Animals taking an exam, seal is away from water, where would 

a penguin and a elephant be in the same location?, and a 

teacher sitting in a desk in the forest. 

⚫ In order for something to be fair, everyone must take the same 

exam. 

⚫ The elephant would not need to even climb the tree to reach the top, the 

bird could fly, the monkey is an amazing tree climber, the penguin and 

the seal have probably never even been this close to a tree, the dog 

could give tree climbing a go, and there is no way the fish could even get 

out of the bowl. If you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live 

its whole life believing he is stupid. 

⚫ Picture is labeled “education system” 

⚫ The teacher’s desk is symbolic of a traditional classroom, the 

tree is symbolic of one size fits all exams, and the animals are 

symbolic of the students with different learning styles and 

abilities. 

The exaggeration 

is….

The analogy is…..

The irony is…….

The symbolism 

is..

The labels 

are….

Setting: Forrest with 7 animals, a 

large tree, and a teacher present. 



INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

Is there an 

exaggeration?

Is there irony that 

expresses an opinion?



⚫ No one during this time is literally squeezing the workers

⚫ By showing the worker being squeezed by the owner, this is an 

analogy for how the worker is being taken advantage of.

⚫ The worker should benefit from his hard work.

⚫ The vice is labeled “Low Wages”, and “High Rent”, the owner is 

labeled “Pullman”

⚫ The owner is fat to show greed and wealth. The worker is a symbol 

for all workers at this time. The vice is a symbol for all the things 

oppressing the workers.

The exaggeration 

is….

The analogy is…..

The irony is…….

The symbolism 

is..

The labels 

are….

Setting: Industrial Factory 



Questions Notes

What is the 

setting?

Is there an 

exaggeration?

What is labeled?

Is there 

symbolism?

Is there an 

analogy? What is 

being compared?

Is there Irony?

I. R.

The hand is too big

Hand= child labor 

emploeer

Ring = wealth

Cufflink = $

Hand squishing 

kids an analogy 

for businesses 

oppressing kids

Kids should not do 

this

Summary of Cartoon Message 

Kids should be abused by the factory 

owners



WHAT DOES THIS CARTOON MEAN?

Is there an 

exaggeration?

Is there irony that 

expresses an 

opinion?

We Do:



WE DO: ANNOTATE THE CARTOON
Questions Notes

What is the setting?

Is there an exaggeration?

What is labeled?

Is there symbolism?

Is there an analogy? What 

is being compared?

Is there Irony?



YOU DO

“FARADAY GIVING HIS CARD 

TO FATHER THAMES;
And we hope the Dirty Fellow

will consult the learned Professor”

---Punch, 21 Jul 1855



Questions Notes

What is the 

setting?

Is there an 

exaggeration?

What is labeled?

Is there 

symbolism?

Is there an 

analogy? What 

is being 

compared?

Is there Irony?

Summary of Cartoon Message “FARADAY GIVING HIS CARD TO FATHER THAMES;

And we hope the Dirty Fellowwill consult the learned 

Professor”

---Punch, 21 Jul 1855 





Questions Notes

What is the 

setting?

Is there an 

exaggeration?

What is labeled?

Is there 

symbolism?

Is there an 

analogy? What 

is being 

compared?

Is there Irony?

Summary of Cartoon Message 



CREATE YOUR OWN CARTOON: INDEPENDENT PRACTICE  

*Refer to the instruction sheet for information on the extra 
credit assignment for Q3


